
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Students,  

Alief I.S.D. is a district that loves and values reading.  Because we know from research that you could lose up to two months of 

reading skills over the summer months, we want you to continue reading in preparation for our return to school in the fall. In 

keeping with current research, our recommendation is that you read a minimum of three days a week for a minimum of 30 

minutes per day.  

The expectation of the Reading Language Arts department is that each of you read at least one book over the summer, but you 

are encouraged to read as many as you want. If you are enrolled in an Advanced Academic English Course (AAC) or an Advanced 

Placement Course, you are expected to read at least two books in order to meet the AAC/AP criteria. For summer reading, you 

can select physical books, e-books, and/or audiobooks. It is your choice! Due to the mature nature of some young adolescent 

literature, be sure to review and discuss the content of the books with your parents before choosing your novels. 

 
Check out some Book Awards/Book Lists 

o Lone Star  (recommended for grades 6, 7, and 8) 
o Tayshas (recommended for grades 9-12) 
o The Coretta Scott King Book Awards 
o YALSA Top Ten Best Fiction for Young Adults 
o YALSA Nonfiction Award 
o Barnes and Noble 100 Best YA Teen Summer Reading Books 

 
Access e-books and audio books via Alief HUB apps 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Explore titles and authors 

o Chapter One with the Houston Public Library - first chapter reads from great books for tweens and teens 
o TeachingBooks.net  

 
Consider summer reading opportunities  

 Summer Reading Program sponsored by the Houston Public Library Foundation and the John P. McGovern 
Foundation  

 Summer Reading Program sponsored by Harris Country Public Library 

 New York Times Summer Reading Contest 
 
Earn extra credit points 

 Create a physical or digital journal to track your thinking over the course of the book. Consider using one of the 
notetaking guides below to help organize your journal. 

 Upon your return to school in the fall, you will have an opportunity to submit your journal to your English teacher for 
extra credit. Submission information will be provided by your English teacher upon your return to school.  
 

 

Enjoy your summer reading! 
The Secondary Alief ELA Team 

 

 

 

 

   

Follow these steps If you are logging in to HPL for the first time. 
Open the Digital Resources folder. Click on the HPL link.  Your user 
name is 100 then the first initial of your last name then your school 
ID.  Your password is the month and day of your birthday. 
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SECONDARY READING LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADES 7 - 12 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Secondary ELA Coordinator:  JoAnn Williams 

joann.williams@aliefisd.net 

https://txla.org/tools-resources/reading-lists/lone-star/current-list/
https://txla.org/tools-resources/reading-lists/tayshas/current-list/
http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards
https://www.libraryaware.com/1224/Posts/View/ca975763-a15c-443e-8798-df4a61d146d8?SID=8b873a6e-3654-464c-a5da-386708af7534
https://www.libraryaware.com/1224/Posts/View/d4916c98-f056-4d01-a6e4-45ace5a20af3?SID=817d5d60-8a99-4245-b43e-558f3e2a7393
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/100-books-of-summer-for-teens-ya/_/N-2qxg
https://myapps.classlink.com/home
https://anchor.fm/houston-library
https://www.teachingbooks.net/
https://houstonlibrary.beanstack.com/reader365
https://www.hcpl.net/page/summer-reading-program
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/24/learning/our-13th-annual-summer-reading-contest.html
mailto:jawillia@ga.aliefisd.net


 

Journal Questions for Summer Reading 

 

 

 

HEART:  What are you taking to heart?  Is the book helping you learn anything about yourself or 

others?  If your thinking about the world is changing in any way, how is it changing?   

 

 

QUESTIONS:  What questions are coming to mind while you are reading this book?  Are there 

things you are wondering about, doubting, or dont’t understand?  What would you ask the author 

or the characters if you could talk to them?  

 

 

CRAFT:  What are you noticing about the author’s style, language, point of view, literary devices, 

or structures she/he used to create the story? 

 

 

REAC TIONS/CONNECTIONS:  What are your feelings and responses to this book?  Does it 

remind you of experiences, people, or events in your life?  Does it make you think of anything 

happening in the news, around school, in other stories or books you have read?  Does anything 

surprise you?  

 

 

PASSAGES:  What parts of the book (sections, paragraphs, or lines) “stick out” to you?  These 

passages might be important, puzzling, curious, provocative, dubious, or well written – whatever 
grabs your attention.  Write about what sticks out to you and why.  
 
 
 
 
BIG IDEAS:  What are the big ideas or themes presented in your book?  Why are these ideas 

important?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Notice and Note Signposts 

 

Consider setting up your journal using the following signposts.  If you wish, print and use as a 

bookmark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notice and Note Signposts for  

Non-Fiction 

 

CONTRASTS AND 

CONTRADICTIONS 

A characters actions or thoughts are the 
opposite of what you would expect 
 

EXTREME OR ABSOLUTE 

LANGUAGE 

Language that leaves no doubt about a 
situation or an event, allows no 
compromise, or seems to exaggerate or 
overstate a case 

 

NUMBERS AND STATS 

Specific quantities or comparisons to 
depict the amount, size or scale. Or, the 
writer is vague and imprecise about 
numbers when we would expect more 
precision  

 

QUOTED WORDS 

Opinions or conclusions of someone who 
is an expert on the subject, or someone 
who might be a participant in or a witness 
to an event 

 

WORD GAPS 

Vocabulary that is unfamiliar – for 
example, a word with multiple meanings, 
a rate or technical word, or one with a far-
removed antecedent 
 
 

 

Notice and Note Signposts for 

Fiction 

 

CONTRASTS AND 

CONTRADICTIONS 

A sharp contrast between what we 
would expect and what we observe the 
character doing; behavior that 
contradicts previous behavior or well-
established patterns 
 

AHA MOMENT 

A character’s realization of something 
that shifts his actions or understanding of 
himself, others, or the world around him  

 

TOUGH QUESTIONS 

Questions a character raises that reveals 
his or her inner struggles 
 

WORDS OF THE WISER 

The advice or insight about life that a 
wiser character, who is usually older, 
offers to the main character 
 

AGAIN AND AGAIN 

Events, images, or particular words that 
recur over a portion of the story 

 

MEMORY MOMENT 

A recollection by a character that 
interrupts the forward progress of the 
story 

 

 


